CADOTTE'S INFLUENCE OVER THE OJIBWAYS. 211

over the more eastern tribes), he held sway, and guided
the councils of the Lake Superior Ojibways, even to their
remotest village.

This man did not stand tamely by, as many of his fellow
French traders did, to witness the butchery of British
soldiers and subjects, and see the blood of his fellow whites
ruthlessly and freely flowing at the hands of the misguided
savages. On the contrary, he feared not to take a firm stand
against the war, and made noble and effective efforts to
prevent the deplorable consequences which their opposition
to the British arms, would be sure to entail on the Ojib-
ways. He knew full well that the French nation had
withdrawn forever from their possessions in this country,
and that their national fire, which was promised would
blaze forever with the fire of the Ojibways, was now to-
tally extingunished, and knowing this, he did not foolishly
stimulate, as others did, the sanguinary opposition which
the Indians continued to make against the predominant
Saxon race, by telling them that “the great king of the
French had only fallen into a drowse, but would soon
awaken, and drive the English back into the great salt
water.”

On the contrary, he pointed out to the Ojibways, the
utter uselessness and impotence of their efforts; and he
told them that the war would only tend to thin the ranks
of their warriors, cansing their women to cover their faces
with the black paint of mourning, and keep them misera-
bly poor, for the want of traders to supply their wants.

It is through the humane advice of this French trader,
and the unbounded influence which he held over the Lake
Superior Ojibways, which prevented them from joining
the alliance of Pontiac, in his war against the English, and
which has thereby saved them from the almost utter anni-
hilation which has befallen every other tribe who have
been induced to fight for one type of the white race against



